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Water Lilies at Missouri Botanical Garden
Past, Present and Future
“Missouri Botanical Garden’s history of developing
the lily collection and an overview of current
production techniques for the out door displays.”
The Missouri
Botanical Garden has a
long history with water
lilies that dates to the late
1800s, beginning with
the hiring of James
Gurney as head gardener
in 1867 by Henry Shaw.
Gurney was an expert in
the cultivation and
hybridization of water
lilies, particularly tropical
Derek Lyle
night-blooming
species.
Senior Manager Nursery - Horticulture
He is most well-known
Missouri Botanical Garden
for growing the first
Victoria water lily in St. Louis in 1894 at the
Missouri Botanical Garden.
In the early 1900s, the Garden began a new water
lily breeding program with the help of water lily
expert and Garden superintendent Dr. George H.
Pring. Tropical water lilies were an ideal species to
work with as they could be produced in less than
three years, and few, if any, horticulturists were
working tropical species at the time, providing a
unique opportunity for experimentation.
Today the Garden’s aquatic collection contains
hundreds of specimens, including historical and
award-winning hybrids and new and innovative
cultivars from today’s hybridizers, with new species
added each year. The collection also includes species
of conservation concern, such as the rare Rwandan
pygmy lily, the smallest water lily in the world. The

Don’t Miss This!
What: Water Lilies at Missouri Botanical
Gardens: Past, Present and Future

Where: Kirkwood Community Center
111 S Geyer Rd, Rm#200 A/B
Kirkwood, MO 63122
Who:

Derek Lyle
Senior Nursery Manager of the
Missouri Botanical Gardens.

hot and humid summers of St. Louis afford the
Missouri Botanical Garden the opportunity to
display its water lily collection outdoors, rather than
in a conservatory. Each year, the Garden displays
over 100 tropical and hardy water lily specimens
from its collection in one of eight unheated
reflecting pools—four in front of the Linnaean
House, three between the Climatron and Spink
Pavilion in the area known as the Central Axis, and
two in the Carver Garden at the Center for Home
Gardening.
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Tiki Tour Photos

The first stop was at Greminger, the two photos
above are of their water feature. It was a very nice
time, and the weather was good. Gardens at night
have a totally different look.
To the right a photo of Bob Henson second stop.
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SLWGS President’s Corner
Fall has arrived and like it or not, it is
almost closing time for our ponds. We
have had a great summer and I’m so glad
that we have had the opportunity to again
meet as a group at our monthly meetings. Even with
the constraints of the Covid-19 virus the August and
September meetings were very well attended and it
was good to see both familiar and new faces.
My thanks to the great folks from Ponds Plus for
their presentation at the September meeting. When I
asked them what they were going to talk on, the
response was “we don’t know”. As it turned out they
did know and gave a great Q & A opportunity.
Several great questions were answered about all of our
favorite topics mink, racoons and owls taking our koi
fish. During the Tiki tour I told several, seeing a dead
mink on Lindbergh just up the street from me. I had
just lost two more exotic pheasants to a mink kill so I
shed very few tears.
This year’s Tiki tour was an absolute highlight.
Appetizers were served at Carol and Ron’s;
homemade chili, subway sandwiches and KFC at my
house; and dessert at the Cox’s. This being my first
time to host the Tiki tour I didn’t know what to
expect. I had two small solar lights in the garden prior
to the tour. After a lot of work and many more
lighting effects added to the garden, I was very
pleased with the outcome.
The November meeting brings the 2021 SLWGS
calendar to a close. Members are encouraged to
attend as we will elect the President and Secretary and
vote to accept the 2022 financial budget. Please note
that the by-laws allow the acceptance of nominations
up to the beginning of the business meeting. No
nominations are accepted from the floor. I want to
emphasize the importance of taking a more active role
within the society. Please consider running for office

or becoming a part of a committee for 2022.
The board has elected to have the November
meeting catered this year. I’m currently working with
a caterer and its very important if you are attending
the November meeting, to RSVP in order to better
coordinate with the caterer. Please email or text our
secretary, Betsy Meier, to let her know how many are
attending in your party.
Our October 19th meeting will again be held at
the Kirkwood Community Center, 111 S Geyer Rd,
Kirkwood, MO 63122 at 7:00 PM. The featured
speaker is Derek Lyle from the Missouri Botanical
Gardens speaking on the topic: Missouri Botanical
Garden Lilies; Past, Present and Future. Please save
the date and join us!
Enjoy your garden!
Respectfully submitted,
Robert Henson
President, SLWGS

Need fish, fish
food, pond
equipment/
supplies,
landscape
and/or pond
designs or
plants? All
that and more
is available
from our
advertisers.
Drop by or
call them
when you
need help.
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St. Louis Water
Garden Society
Calendar of Events
Remaining membership meetings in 2021 will be
held on the dates and at the locations listed
below between 7 and 9 p.m. Meetings will be
held on Tuesday at the Kirkwood Community
Center, Room 200 A/B. There is a elevator.
Looking for
more
information
about pond
building, plants
or fish care?
Visit our
website,
www.slwgs.org
Check out our
“Articles of
Interest”
section and
“Links We Like”
for help.

October 19— Water Lilies at Missouri
Botanical Garden: Past, Present and
Future by Derek Lyle, Senior Nursery
Manager of the gardens.
November 16—Budget / Annual Potluck
Dinner & Election of Officers.
(The Club will supply the Food)
Nominations will be accepted for the
positions of President and Secretary to
serve two-year terms beginning in
January 2022. Deadline is October 19,
2021

****New Meeting Location****
Address:
Kirkwood Community Center
111 S Geyer Rd
Rm# 200 A/B
Kirkwood, MO 63122
Hopefully the
calendars will be in
for the meeting.
The size will be a
little bit bigger then
what I originally told
you all in the e-blast.
The price will stay
at $10.
Will keep you updated
on them.
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Tiki Tour Photos

Members’ Corner:
We have a few birthdays in July and August so “Happy Birthday” this month to:
Birthdays Past and Future
September
Gary Carpenter
Kay Miskell
Sandra Ellington
Keith Kowalczyk
Patrica Vessling
Scott Fehr

John Lena 10/4
Cathy Frey 10/11
Joyce Wojtowicz 10/12
Susy Alias 10/16
Julie Young 10/16
Watkins

Darrell Vessling 11/1
Karla Sheffer 11/5
Uda Heinze 11/6
Cindy Hanff 11/11
Dennis Frey 11/18
Rita Zeitz 11/18
Cynthia Jackson 11/24
Pat Henderson 11/28
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Water Word is normally published by the
St. Louis Water Garden Society 10 times
annually and is distributed to all members. The
newsletter contains information about water
gardening and fish-keeping, as well as
information about SLWGS meetings and
activities. Contributions of articles and photos
are welcome and should be sent to the Water
Word editor listed below. Documents should be
in common text formats, and photos should be
in high resolution (300 dpi or higher) jpeg
format. The deadline for submissions is the
first of each month.
Information about the Society, including
how to join, can be found at our website,
www.slwgs.org or from any of the officers and
board members listed:

2021 SLWGS Officers
President
Bob Henson
Vice President
Bryan Cox
Treasurer
Ginny Mueller
Recording Secretary
Betsy Meier

(314) 495-4233

hatt8v92@aol.com

(618) 593-4238 bcox741@gmail.com
(314) 831-3063 vcmueller16@hotmail.com
(636) 405-1120 lidodeck@att.net

2021 Board Members
Publicity Chairman
Ginny Mueller
(314) 831-3063
Special Events Chairman
Society Shirt Sales Chairman
Carol Greminger
(314) 487-9119
Librarian
Betsy Meier
(636) 405-1120
Membership/E-mail Chairman
Gail Abernathy
(314) 427-7076
Jewel Box Chairman
Kay Miskell
(618) 344-6216
Water Word Editor
Gail Abernathy
(314) 427-7076
Website Chairman
Ginny Mueller
(314) 831-3063
AKCA / Koi USA Representative
Tom Meier
(636) 405-1120
Pond-O-Rama Chairman
Ginny Mueller
(314) 831-3063
Parliamentarian
Carol Greminger
(314) 487-9119
Historian
Betsy Meier
(636) 405-1120
Hospitality Chairman
Bev Maschek
(314) 954-8616

vcmueller16@hotmail.com

carolnron@att.net
lidodeck@att.net
abernat@swbell.net
km99@att.net
abernat@swbell.net
vcmueller16@hotmail.com
ufo.kites@att.net
vcmueller16@hotmail.com

carolnron@att.net
lidodeck@att.net
maschek@sbcglobal.net

Member-at-Large
Greg Heck
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(314) 302-0273 taraxacum44@gmail.com

Preparing Your Pond for Autumn
We learned a great deal at the last meeting from our speakers, Jim & Josh Bindbeutel about our ponds
and what to do. The most critical is getting
them ready for the fall / winter season. As we
all know the number one thing is netting your
ponds and making sure you keep the leaves
out. Leaves and debris in the water will cause
the water to turn toxic for the fish. Fall can also
be a good time for a partial cleaning of our
ponds.
You also want to make sure you have good
bacteria in your pond all winter long. They
mentioned a Autumn / Winter prep bacteria
which reduces buildup of dead leaves and
organic sediment all winter long. Also
remember as the temperatures fall outside
when your pond thermometer reaches 40
degrees stop feeding the fish. Before that you
can feed them using a wheatgerm food which is easier for them to digest since their systems are slowing
down also.
Last but not least make sure you trim all your hardy plants in the pond after the first hard frost.to
just above the water level. Anything not hardy throw away out in your compost pile. Next make sure
you keep a hole in the ice so gas exchange between the pond water and the air.
Air stones work well for this as well as pond heaters that come on automatically at a certain temperature.
You can also run a small pump all winter which will leave a hole in the water.

Think About

2021!

It is never too early to think about putting your pond on tour in 2022. Think about it or just say,” Yes
I want to be on tour”. If you would like to just help in some capacity like a sub committee, that would be
great also.
We would love to see more of our members involved in the Pond-O-Rama committee to make next
year even more exciting. We need your talent and new and creative ideas.
Please let me know Ginny Mueller vcmueller16@gmail.com or 314-808-7000
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Closing of the Jewel Box
Well another
season at the
Jewel Box
comes to an
end. With the
dismantling of
the 2021
display, the
hardy lilies
were put to
rest in the mud
bottom ponds
for the winter.
Tropicals were
moved to the
greenhouses
for their over
wintering time.

On behalf of the SWGS board and membership, I would
like to extent our thanks to the hard-working crew at the
Jewel Box.
With the help of the volunteers all the plants were returned to their winter locations record time.
**A special thanks to several guests that worked alongside our member volunteers.
The worker’s list is based on the signup sheet.
Greg Heck, Leonard Durant, Jerry Kent, Chris Mitchell, Howard Schroeder, Larry Davis
Jered Dickson, Frank Blair, Bryan Cox, Jerre Baynes, Laurel Walle, Beverlee Maschek
Kay Miskell, Rhonda Porter, Sophia Cluck, Ken Cluck
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Fall Plants for your Dirt Garden
Many years ago we had a speaker from the Missouri Botanical Garden at our banquet. He mostly
talked about Jonquils since they were his favorite flowering bulb. There was one he talked about
that caught my interest which flowers in the fall and looks like a water lily. So after the banquet I
started searching the internet for it, I found it at Spring Hill nursery. It is called “Colchicum
Waterlily.” It is basically an autumn crocus. Mine has finally gotten established and is a gorgeous
plant. It really does look like a water lily not a regular crocus. Mine blooms from very light pink to
a purple color. As I was trying to find the name of the bulb before I wrote this now, I found it
comes in white also. The green foliage comes up in the spring so I have to remember it’s not a
weed. The foliage dyes. Then mid-September the blooms start appearing. It is a really nice
surprise to see them as everything else is just about done blooming.

Picture above is from the internet as to how they look
blooming.
Picture on the right is from my garden. Ignore the weeds.
Isn’t it a cool looking flower to suddenly appear in the
fall? Such a nice surprise from nature and beautiful.
Does it not look like a water lily?
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SLWGS Water Word
10922 Killdare Ct
St. Ann, MO 63074
www.slwgs.org
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Tiki tour: Bob Henson’s at night time.
Just so relaxing.

