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Perennials To Enhance The Beauty Of Ponds  

 

Don’t Miss This!  
 
What: Perennials To Enhance The Beauty Of  
           Ponds           
 
Who: Barry Ritter, owner of Ritters  
          Perennials 
 
 
When: Tuesday, June,18th from 7p.m.  
            to 9 p.m. 
 
Where:  Kirkwood Community Center 
              111 S Geyer Rd, Rm #200 A/B 
              Kirkwood,   MO  63122 

     **Enter Kirkwood Community Center 
from Geyer Road due to construction work 
at center 

2024 Pond-O-Rama tickets will be 
distributed at the June meeting. 
Stop by and pick yours up.   

     Barry Ritter, is owner of Ritter 
Perennials, a locally-grown source of  
perennials and native flowers. 
     |Plants are sold to independently-owned 
garden centers, landscape designers, and 
landscapers. 

“I'm head over heels in 
love with water 
gardening!” Says Ritter. 
 
      The Ritter family has 
been in the horticultural 
industry for nearly 100 
years. They started 
growing vegetables and 
flowers in the early 1920s 

and expanded into growing annuals, 
perennials, holiday crops, and houseplants 
over the years. 
     Twenty-five years ago, Barry, a third-
generation grower, carried on the tradition 
and started his own business, Ritter 
Perennials. Barry is one of the premier 
perennial growers in the Midwest.  Many of 
the local independent garden centers stock 
Ritter Perennials. When not in the 
greenhouse, he travels the country to find 
new and unique varieties of perennials that 
will grow well in the extreme weather 
conditions of the Midwest.  

Barry Ritter 
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     June is the perfect time of year to enjoy the outdoors. After spring, the gardens are lush and green. The 
beauty of nature takes root literally, and we are treated to landscapes rich with color, scent, and sound. We 
invite all our members to take a stroll through our 24 members water features on the 24th Annual St. Louis 
Water Garden Society Pond-O-Rama tour, June 22-23, 2024, from 9-5 p.m. There are 12 on Saturday and 
12 on Sunday. 

     Our hosts spent a tremendous amount of time preparing for this year’s tour.  

     The Pond-O-Rama committee worked from January until June to ensure this event was successful and 
enjoyable. Many of our board members have delivered tickets and brochures to the area's retailers and will 
follow up after the tour. We have had great publicity on social media, radio, media publications (SLHL, 
County Living, Gateway Gardener, Healthy Planet, Pond Trade), newspapers, and TV. Each year, the tour 
grows in popularity and interest. 

     We all have so much to learn from each other, and our tour is a wonderful event for sharing ideas and 
the creativity each site brings. 

    We encourage all our members to support our hosts, the society, and the various committees.  

     We know the weather can be challenging in June. The weather is always out of our control. As garden-
ers we go with the flow (rain, wind, sun, heat, hail, and whatever else comes with the change in weather)—
looking forward to good weather on the tour weekend. Enjoy the tour, whatever the weekend brings!  In 
the summer heat…. dress cool, stay hydrated, and have fun. Many of our hosts are always gracious enough 
to provide water and maybe refreshments as you enjoy their water gardens.  

     Our heartfelt thanks go out to all our retailers, advertisers, hosts, board members, and the dedicated 
Pond-O-Rama committee. This tour would not be possible without your invaluable contributions. Have a 
fantastic tour weekend! 

 

Ginny Mueller 

Pond-O-Rama Chair, Publicity 
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Do I need to hire someone to install lighting in my pond, or can I do that 
myself? 
A: Unless you're planning a Bellagio-esque display in your backyard, you can install some show-stopping 
lighting. It's perfect for the do-it-yourselfer: A simple transformer and some quick connections allow any 
homeowner to take their water feature to the next level. 
Layout Lighting Goals 
Before you dive in, however, brainstorm what you'd like the lighting to do. What are your goals? 
If you'd like to highlight one area in your landscape or water feature, check out the Luminosity Power 
Beam. It is a great way to add nighttime illumination to any pond or water garden. The LED light controller 
automatically lets you change or rotate colors from red and blue to white. This spotlight has 144 super-
bright LEDs and lasts 10 times longer than conventional lighting. 
• If you'd like to illuminate a waterfall or accent a small water feature, look at the Color Changing Spot 
Lights. Use these pond spotlights above ground or underwater and select from 48 different colors to add 
eye-catching curb appeal. 
If you'd like to light up your entire pond, try LEDPro Lights. They can be used in or out of water and shine 
with the same intensity as a halogen bulb, but they have a longer life span and lower energy costs. 

Easy Installation 
Installing these LEDPro Lighting systems is easy. If you're considering the High-Output lights, there's 
virtually no work at all. These lights contain a photocell, so they will automatically turn on when it's dark 
and turn off when the sun rises. 
Most other pond lights have standard plugs, so there's no need for additional control panels or wiring. 
Before installing them, check out these pro tips: 

• To give you better access, partially drain the pond 
when installing the lights. 
• Leave an extra power cord wrapped around the light 
so you can easily access it for maintenance or cleaning 
without draining the pond. 
Position the lights to shine into the pond rather than face 
you. 

INTERNET WISDOM 

https://www.thepondguy.com/product/alpine-luminosity-power-beam-led-pond-garden-light/
https://www.thepondguy.com/product/alpine-luminosity-power-beam-led-pond-garden-light/
https://www.thepondguy.com/category/water-gardens-fish-ponds-lighting
https://www.thepondguy.com/category/water-gardens-fish-ponds-lighting
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St. Louis Water 
Garden Society 

Calendar of Events 

Membership meetings in 2024 will be held on the 
dates and at the locations listed below between 7 
and 9 p.m. Meetings will be held on Tuesdays at 
the Kirkwood Community Center, Room 200 A/B.  
There is an elevator. 
 

 
June 18—Perennials to Enhance the 
Beauty of Ponds, by Barry Ritter of 
Ritter Perennials. 
 
July 16—No Auction TBA 
 
August 20—Banquet at Jewel Box 
 
Sept. 17— 
 
October 15— 
 
November 19th — Budget—Election of  
Vice President and Treasurer.  Potluck 
Dinner. 
 
 
 

    **** Meeting Location **** 
Address:  
 
    Kirkwood Community Center 
             Rm# 200 A/B 
           111 S Geyer Rd 
         Kirkwood, MO  63122 
 

**Enter Kirkwood Community 
Center from Geyer Road due to 
construction work at center. 

Need fish, fish 
food, pond  

equipment/
supplies, 
landscape  

and/or pond 
designs or 
plants? All 

that and more 
is available 
from  our 

advertisers. 
Drop by or 
call them 
when you 
need help. 
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Proven Winners  

Redemption Elephant Ear 

Solar Fancy Coreopsis 

Leading Lady Pink Bee Balm 

Silver Lining White Sagebrush 

Sarcococca Sweet & Lo 
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   Water  Word is usually published by the St. 
Louis Water Garden Society 10 times annually 
and is distributed to all members. The 
newsletter contains information about water 
gardening and fish-keeping, as well as 
information about SLWGS meetings and 
activities. Contributions of articles and photos 
are welcome and should be sent to the Water 
Word editor listed below. Documents should 
be in common text formats, and photos 
should be in high resolution (300 dpi or 
higher) jpeg format. The deadline for 
submissions is the first of each month. 
    Information about the Society, including 
how to join, can be found at our website, 
www.slwgs.org or from any of the officers and 
board members listed: 

 

2024 SLWGS Officers  
 

President 

   Sue Abernathy (314) 795-2160 abernat56@gmail.com 
Vice President    
  Carol Ann Miller           (314) 821-0184                              
Treasurer   
   Jerre Baynes             (314) 775-5453     
Recording Secretary 
   Jane Sykes               (314) 535-0101 gardenlady490@sbcglobal.net  
 

2024 Board Members 
 
Publicity Chairman 
  Ginny Mueller (314) 808-7000    vcmueller16@gmail.com 
Special Events Chair 
  Laurel Walle                  (314) 898-7216     lollysnorkels@gmail.com 
   Kathie Soehngen         (314)  894-0981     kasoehng@sbcglobal.net                          
Society Shirt Sales Chairman 
  Gail Abernathy (314) 427-7076   abernat@swbell.net 
Membership/E-mail Chairman 
  Gail Abernathy        (314) 427-7076   abernat@swbell.net 
Jewel Box Chairman  
  Kay Miskell (618) 344-6216   km99@att.net 
Water Word Editor  
  Gail Abernathy (314) 427-7076   abernat@swbell.net 
Website Chairman  
  Ginny Mueller (314) 808-7000   vcmueller16@gmail.com 
Pond-O-Rama Chairman 
  Ginny Mueller (314) 808-7000   vcmueller16@gmail.com 
Parliamentarian 
  Carol Greminger (314) 487-9119   carolnron@att.net 
Historian 
  Betsy Meier (636) 405-1120    lidodeck@att.net 
Hospitality Chairman 
  Bev Maschek (314) 954-8616    maschek@sbcglobal.net 
 
Member-at-Large 
    
   Carolyn Haus              (314) 993-0985   chaus2016@gmail.com 
   Keith Haus                  (314) 993-0985   keithhaus33@gmail.com                            
   Jim Haegele               (636) 349-5511    jimhaegele@gmail.com 

 
Looking for more information about 
pond building, plants or fish care? 

Visit our website, 
 www.slwgs.org Check out our 

“Articles of Interest” section and 
“Links We Like” for help. 

Find resources at 
www.slwgs.org! 

Out on a Limb and 
need some help? 
 

mailto:vcmueller16@hotmail.com
mailto:abernat@swbell.net
mailto:abernat@swbell.net
mailto:abernat@swbell.net
mailto:vcmueller16@hotmail.com
mailto:vcmueller16@hotmail.com
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International Waterlily & Water Gardening Society  
  
Here is the link to their site and the login 
information.  www.iwgs.org 
 
Login: SLWGS      
 
Password:  slwgs20  

Membership Bonus 
Happy Birthday to All 
June  
Members below and not 
listed. 
 
Del Baynes        6-4 
Rich Miller        6-8 
Gail Abernathy  6 -10 
Ralph Merola     6-30 
 
Howard Schroeder  

Members’ Corner: 

We Need Your Award Nominations! 

Which Society members have made a difference? Who's done something special that should be recog-
nized? Who's doing the work or making it fun? Write down each individual's name and the reason they 
should be awarded, and give/email all your suggestions (yes, more than one!) to a board member by the 
July 16th meeting. Previous award winners will vote on the ultimate  
recipients. The results will be unveiled at the banquet! 
 
  The Bonnie Alford Service Award is given in honor of the founder of the St. Louis Water Garden  
Society and is awarded annually to a person who has been a member of the society for at least three years. 
All persons are eligible who have made measurable and significant contributions to SLWGS. 
 
The Ganim Service Award honors Don and Lizanne Ganim.  
The award is given annually to a member who, during the past year, has gone beyond the call of duty for 
SLWGS. Candidates need to be a member of the society for no less than 60 days. 

Annual Banquet 

     Our annual banquet, catered by the Pasta House 
Company, will be held on Tuesday, August 20, from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Jewel Box. It's an 
opportunity to relax with Society friends and see the 
beautiful water lily display in the ponds, which our 
faithful Saturday morning workers have created and 
maintained as our Society's gift to the people of St. 
Louis. The cost will be $25 each.  

     The highlight of the evening is the presentation 
of awards to recognize members who have made 
special contributions or gone above and beyond the 
call of duty. 
 
***Add this special club event to your calendar and 
JOIN THE FUN! 
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Tropical Planting Day June 6th at the Jewel Box  

     The weather was a little iffy, but the sun was behind the clouds for most of the 
morning. 
     This meant the planting was a little easier and there would be no glare on, the water.  
It was clear, so you could see what you were doing and look into the pools very easily. 

See how well the hardy lilies are doing in just one month being put into the pools.  Just wait an see them at the banquet. 

Howard is planting 
tropical lilies in this 

pool. 

Picture on the left is 
Greg Heck project 
For this year at the 
Jewel Box. 
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Black Hollyhock 

Greg & Bob making decisions. 
Steve Harris in another pool 
planting lilies. Victoria Lily just starting to grow 

Diane planting in the St. Francis pool 
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SLWGS Water Word 
10922 Killdare Ct 
St. Ann, MO 63074 
www.slwgs.org 

 

 

Photo of the Month 
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Did you know besides the purple cornflower which is 
native there are 27 other varies of cornflowers. 


